CONTACTS
Roch Bozino
Managing Director
roch@javafilms.tv

Kathryn Bonnici
Head of Acquisitions
kathryn@javafilms.tv

Donatien Pierda
Sales
donatien@javafilms.tv

Rebecca Nicholls
Sales & Formats
rebecca@javafilms.tv

Angélique Tourré
Technical Support
angelique@javafilms.tv

Olivier Semonnay
Festivals & Educational
olivier@javafilms.tv

Marie Williams
Office Manager
marie@javafilms.tv

Founded in 2005, Java Films rapidly
established itself as one of Europe’s leading
independent documentary distributors,
providing production support and distribution
to both finished films and projects in
development.
In 2013, it opened a separate department
- Java Features - to handle its growing
theatrical catalogue and in 2014, it opened
a new office in London. Its films have won or
been nominated for prestigious prizes like the
International Emmys, BAFTAs or Goyas and
premiered at festivals like Cannes, Sundance
or Tribeca.
Java are also involved in financing and presales. For more information, please see:
www.javafilms.tv

38 Quai du Point du Jour
92100 Boulogne-Billancourt
France
www.javafilms.tv
Tel: 0033 (0)1 7471 3313
Email: contact@javafilms.tv

New Films
3

In this war, there are no winners.
Through personal stories from people on both
sides of the conflict and powerful footage,
FAVELA FRONTLINES takes you straight to the
frontline of the battle between police and drug
traffickers in Brazil. On average, one policeman
is killed every two days. There are 60,000
homicides every year.
Interspersed with the stories are interviews
with judges, journalists, slum residents and
historians. They reflect on Brazil’s public safety
policy of the past three decades, the impact
of social inequality and the legacy of slavery.
As sociologist Luiz Eduardo Soares explains:
“Police brutality wouldn’t exist without tacit
society authorisation.”
For one gang member, it’s very simple. “When
I was 10, they slapped me in the face. Now I
carry a rifle. Now you can’t slap me in the face.”
_____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Portuguese

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Ciudad Juarez:
Cartel Wars
In the past ten years, more than 200,000 people
have been murdered in Mexico. Most of the
victims came from the streets of Ciudad Juarez,
near the US border, where the rival La Línea and
Sinaloa cartels fight over control of the cocaine
market to America.
For several months, journalist Thierry Gaytan
infiltrated the La Línea cartel, following the
cocaine trail from Ciudad Juarez to New York.
First the drugs cross the border towards El Paso,
Texas, where they are stored for a few days
before being shipped to major American cities
like New York, Las Vegas or Los Angeles.
To combat these cartels, the Mexican authorities
have deployed more than 250 federal police
officers throughout the region. On the US side,
border guards patrol relentlessly. But nothing
seems to make a difference.
Filmed at high risk, this report gets to the heart of
the Mexican-US drugs trade.
____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

____________________________________________________________________________
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Critics claim they’re little more than ‘torture
camps’, taking tough love way too far. But
for desperate parents, military-style boot
camps are often seen as the last chance for
their children to avoid the vicious cycle of
delinquency and jail.
We spent five months at the Discovery
Challenge Academy, which welcomes 125
troubled adolescents every year. The first two
weeks are the hardest. Everything is strictly
regimented: 10 minutes to eat, 2 minutes to
shower, 10 seconds to put on socks. There
are 50 beds per dormitory and even to going
to the bathroom requires permission. Phone,
TV and internet are all banned, as is seeing
family during the first three months.
Who are these young people? How did they
get there and what trials and difficulties will
they have to overcome?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Three centuries after Adam Smith coined
the term “the invisible hand,” THE
INVISIBLE HEART tracks the birth of a
new financial market, one that promises to
solve society’s most complex problems. An
unorthodox marriage between capitalism
and charity, Social Impact Bonds (SIBs) are
an investment product designed to raise
private capital to pay for social services.
But what impact will for-profit investment
in social programs have on society’s most
vulnerable?
From the halls of power to the struggling
underclass, we follow an unusual cast
of characters as they attempt to tackle
everything from crime to homelessness to
academic failure. How important will profit
potential be in designing a program? Who
will decide the payment trigger and rate
of return? How will we know whether the
programs we fund are truly improving lives?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 80 & 52 mins - Eng

_____________________________________________________________________________
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France. Spain. Germany. Finland. Italy. Scotland.
America. Inspired by the mythology of the
International Brigades of the Spanish Civil
War, over 300 foreign volunteers chose to give
up their comfortable lives and go fight ISIS in
Raqqa. We filmed them there, fly-on-the-wall
style, fighting, talking, laughing, being attacked
by suicide bombs and sniper fire. We were
with them until Raqqa was freed. And then we
followed them back home - changed forever.
“I gave my life to help the people of Northern
Syria, to stop the terrorists, but my government
is more interested in trying to charge me with
terrorism instead”, complains former British Army
soldier, Kevin. Josh, 22 from California, also
finds the homecoming hard. “I miss Syria badly.
War begot meaning to my life.”
Made by acclaimed journalists Paul Moreira and
Pedro Da Fonseca, this is the untold story of the
young Westerners who left everything behind to
fight ISIS.
Ready Jan 2019 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

22

How is it possible that North Korea, one of
the poorest countries on earth finances a
nuclear weapons programme large enough to
challenge the USA?
The answer: Bureau 39, a legendary
organization nestled deep inside the
government apparatus. Its aim is to procure
foreign exchange by any means possible to
provide Kim Jong-un’s regime with money.
Printing dollars, dealing drugs, smuggling
arms, insurance fraud, human trafficking nothing is too unscrupulous for North Korea’s
money makers.
Years of research have given us unique
access to insiders. They reveal the most
spectacular cases and breath-taking tricks
of how North Korea has been circumventing
UN sanctions to finance its nuclear arsenal for
decades.
Ready June 2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Ger
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RIDERS OF DESTINY follows two young child
jockeys and their families in a sport where your
health and future prospects depend on the
outcome of every race…
On the the remote island of Sumbawa,
Indonesia, the market for tiny jockeys is huge.
The successful ones can earn enough money
to feed their families for an entire generation.
But while their ancestors began at 10, today’s
child jockeys often start at three. Firman, 5, is
just starting out as a child jockey. He falls off
his horse almost every day as he tries to reach
speeds of 70 km/h – barefoot and without a
saddle or any protective clothing.
Sila, 7 years old, is one of the most in-demand
jockeys of all the young riders. His parents no
longer have to work because the money he
earns takes care of the whole family.
But in this traditional sport, accidents are
frequent. Many children are crippled. Some die.
Ready March 2019 - 80 & 52 mins - Eng, Ger

25

Love can be life changing – in the true sense
of the word. The latest scientific studies prove
that love isn’t just a powerful feeling, it can
actually change our bodies. We investigate all
the amazing things that love can do to us – and
whether this is healthy or not...
Researchers in New York have found that the
need for love is deeply rooted in our brain
stem, together with the need for food. And it
really is possible to die of a broken heart. The
symptoms of ‘Broken Heart Syndrome’, caused
by extreme emotional stress, are the same as
for a heart attack. ‘Happy Heart Syndrome’,
discovered in March 2016 and associated with
the euphoria of falling in love, has a similarly
dramatic impact on our bodies. And marriage
increases the life expectancy of men but
decrease that of women.
It seems that Goethe was right when he
claimed “Only love and death will change all
things.”
Ready December 2018 - 52 mins - Eng, Ger

27

This film tells the riveting story of the trial of
Ratko Mladić, following the drama – both
inside the courtroom and in the offices of the
prosecutors and defense lawyers – as the
event unfolds.
Sandpaper Films has negotiated exclusive
access to the trial. In its twenty-one years of
existence, the International Criminal Tribunal
For The Former Yugoslavia has never granted
this kind of access before.
Both sides are working under immense
pressure - the defense have an erratic and
uncompromising client while the prosecution
must translate their promise of justice into a
guilty verdict if Mladić’s victims are to achieve
some modicum of peace. Will its deliberations
write a ‘history’ of the conflict that can be
universally accepted? And perhaps most
significantly, can the Tribunal represent a
model for post-conflict resolution?
Available from March 2019 - 98 mins - Eng

28

A hoodie, pants, a belt. That’s what’s left
of ‘Number 387’, one of 800 migrants who
perished off the Libyan coast. On the military
base in Sicily, Cristina Cattaneo leads the
identification operation. Patiently, she inspects
every garment. Who was this young man?
How can his name be restored and family
found?
From an examination of bones, 3D
reconstruction and cross-checking DNA,
Cristina and her team will do everything
possible to find the “treasure of identity”. In
Greece, Pavlos Pavlidis has been working
identifying anonymous migrants’ bodies
for 17 years. Like Cristina, he is one of
the representatives of the ICRC for the
identification of Mediterranean victims.
In the coming months, they will make every
possible effort to restore a name to each
shipwrecked numbers. Who are they? Who
are we?
Ready February 2019 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

29

Encourage the patients of a mental hospital to
form relationships with each other, get married
and live as a family. That’s the bold new idea of
the head of Ehsan House in Southern Tehran.
For the past 20 years, its 480 patients have lived
in separate male or female units with no hope
of ever leaving or of having meaningful sexual
relationships.
But in 2017, the head of the centre secured the
money to build a new unit of marital facilities.
Despite strong opposition, he was convinced the
patients would benefit from being in a couple.
As a selection committee begins evaluating
patients, hidden affections come to the surface.
Finally the team selects two patients to form the
first couple. Are these two patients capable of
having a relationship that leads to marriage?
What do their families think? And what about
the patients who weren’t selected but still crave
human relationships?
Ready March 2019 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

30

All around the world, specialised units of
commandos and rangers are fighting the
enemies of the environment. Their mission is
to break up gangs, often genuine mafias with
henchmen, who shamelessly and illegally
exploit the planet’s resources. From toxic
waste dumping in Italy to illegal fishing in
Indonesia, the stories of these units is the story
of protecting our environment.
Commissioned for Planète, this action-packed
series follows team members both in their daily
lives and on the field.
Episodes include:
*
*
*
*
*

Illegal fishing in Indonesia
Elephant poaching in Chad
Waste dumping in Italy
Gold mining in French Guinea
Gorilla poaching in Cameroon

_____________________________________________________________________________

Ready December 2018 - 6 x 52 mins - Eng, Fr

_____________________________________________________________________________
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