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Founded in 2005, Java Films rapidly
established itself as one of Europe’s leading
independent documentary distributors,
providing production support and distribution
to both finished films and projects in
development.
In 2013, it opened a separate department
- Java Features - to handle its growing
theatrical catalogue. Its films have won or
been nominated for prestigious prizes like the
International Emmys, BAFTAs or Goyas and
premiered at festivals like Cannes, Sundance
or Tribeca.
Java are also involved in financing and presales. For more information, please see:
www.javafilms.tv

38 Quai du Point du Jour
92100 Boulogne-Billancourt
France
www.javafilms.tv
Tel: 0033 (0)1 7471 3313
Email: contact@javafilms.tv

New Films
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BREXIT: THE
BACKSTAGE OF
A DIVORCE
For the first time
in European
history, a country
is withdrawing from
the European Union, bringing with it crucial
repercussions for the future of the United
Kingdom and millions of Europeans. But a
large proportion of the UK population feels
deceived and the country remains deeply
divided on the issue. How did it come to
this? This film profiles the complex and rarely
cordial relationship between the United
Kingdom and Europe over the past 50 years.

____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 70 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

____________________________________________________________________________

LUXURY:
BEHIND THE
MIRROR

With their beautiful
shop fronts and
finely crafted goods,
brands like Gucci,
Max Mara and Prada are seen as being the
height of luxury, conjuring images of master
craftsmen finely crafting each item. But as this investigation reveals - behind the
glamorous exterior, all that glitters is not gold.
From Haute Couture at Paris Fashion Week to
Chinese and Italian backroom sweatshops, we
investigate the hidden side of luxury.
___________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

___________________________________________________________________________

BREATHLESS
Following the
deaths of his father
and many others
from his village,
filmmaker Daniel
Lambo sets off on a
passionate quest to find the truth about the
deadly asbestos industry. His search takes
him to the largest asbestos waste dump in
India and unveils a cold-blooded industry
still endangering the lives of workers and
consumers around the world. A gripping
story about the fight of individuals against a
booming asbestos industry.
____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 75 & 52 mins - Eng

____________________________________________________________________________
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Food production has increasingly become
a huge business for a handful of giant
corporations. Soyalism follows the industrial
production chain of pork and the related
soybean monoculture, from China to Brazil
through the United States and Mozambique.
This eye-opening documentary describes the
enormous concentration of power in the hands
of these Western and Chinese companies
and the impact this is having on the food we
consume. Hundreds of thousands of small
producers have gone out of business and
entire landscapes have been permanently
transformed. The system has been exported
across the world.
From waste-lagoons in North Carolina
to soybean monoculture in the Amazon
rainforest, is this demand for soy bean
jeopardizing the environmental balance of the
planet?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 65 & 52 mins - Eng

_____________________________________________________________________________
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GATES AND
GHETTOS:
RESIDENCES OF
THE FUTURE?
It’s the new housing
trend. Entire private
neighbourhoods,
all under extreme security and banned to
non-residents. It used to be that these gated
communities were home only to super-rich
Americans but now they’re appearing across
the globe and are shaping new residences of
the future. But as more and more people take
refuge behind walls, will the remaining public
space be turned into a giant ghetto?
____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 53 mins - Eng, Fr

____________________________________________________________________________

USA: LOCKING UP
CHILDREN
America is the only
nation in the world that
has not signed the
International Convention
on the Rights of the
Child. Signing would mean relaxing legislation
on the confinement of minors. 70,000 minors
are currently in American prisons, partly as a
result of the judicialization of US society. Even
in schools, police officers — not supervisors
— now patrol the hallways. As a result, schoolbased misconduct has become a crime, sending
students straight into the criminal system.
___________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

___________________________________________________________________________

USA: LIFE IN A
HIGH SECURITY
PRISON

In the United States,
there are more than
two million people
behind bars. That’s
more than anywhere else in the world. 90% of
prisoners serve time in one of the 1,700 State
penitentiaries. One of them, the Anamosa
State Penitentiary, granted us exceptional,
round-the-clock access. Here, three quarters
of the prisoners have been convicted of violent
crimes and serve an average of 27 years. How
is the prison managed?
___________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

___________________________________________________________________________
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Oxycontin. Codeine. Fentanyl. All prescription
drugs to which countless patients have become
addicted. As America battles an opioid crisis
that sees 170 citizens die everyday, lawyers and
prosecutors are trying to bring an end to Big
Pharma’s impunity. How did it happen?
Midwest City, Oklahoma. Dr Regan Nichols
is on trial charged with five murders for overprescribing opioids. Her lawyer insists that
she is being made a scape-goat. But others
believe that doctors like Nichols bear a large
responsibility for the crisis now engulfing the
country.
During the 90s, strong, opium-based pain killers
like Oxycontin were rebranded and aggressively
marketed for all types of pain. By the time the
dangers of these pills became apparent and
regulators started restricting access, it was too
late. Denied the prescription drugs they had
become dependent on, addicts turned to harder
drugs like heroin.
____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 70 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

____________________________________________________________________________
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From sex scandals with global repercussions to
promoting a national chastity movement, American
views on sex veer from one extreme to the other.
We travel across the country to find out more.
Silicon Valley executive, Nathalie, doesn’t have
time to look for a soul mate. So she’s hired
a relationship coach for $30,000 to do it for
her. As well as hand-picking candidates, her
coach discreetly monitors her dates, feeding
her instructions through an earpiece on how to
behave.
For many, sex is guided by their religion. Nathalie
and Matthew chose to remain virgin until marriage.
But in some cities, Evangelical Christianity is
making access to abortion virtually impossible.
Gynaecologist, Willie Parker, regularly receives
death threats for providing abortions in the
southern states. Meanwhile, Adam, Brooke and
Eve are poly-lovers, raising their four children
together.
2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr
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According to a recent study, China has the
largest number of obese children in the world.
450 million Chinese people are overweight and
even babies are being born weighing more
than six kilos. A phenomenon never before
seen in the country’s history.
Expansion and economic growth have
changed the lifestyles of Chinese people.
Authorities are tackling this epidemic with
prison camps for overweight people run
by soldiers. Television shows, smartphone
applications, doctors and nutritionists are
encouraging the entire nation to get into shape.
Weight loss has become a national issue
and founded a new trend: youtubers who
gorge themselves live on the Internet in front
of millions of spectators. How has China
progressed from a starving country at the
beginning of the 21st century to having one of
the highest obesity rates in the world?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Love can change our lives - in the truest sense
of the word. Recent studies prove that love
is more than just an emotion. It is a drive that
transforms our brain and our body profoundly.
Researchers in New York have found that the
need for love is deeply rooted in our brain
stem, together with the need for food. And it
really is possible to die of a broken heart. The
symptoms of ‘Broken Heart Syndrome’,
caused by extreme emotional stress, are the
same as for a heart attack.
Pleasure and pain: The Science of Love is
an exciting visual journey through the world
of love from birth to death. Astonishing facts
are presented clearly, with answers to all the
questions we have always asked ourselves:
Why do lovers have palpitations? Does love
come from the brain or from the heart? And
why does heartbreak hurt so much?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 52 mins - Eng, Ger

_____________________________________________________________________________
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?

For decades, marijuana was a key part of the
counter-culture movement, dubbed ‘probably
the most dangeorous drug’ by President
Reagan and detested by the establishment.
But as the movement to ‘normalize’ it grows
and more and more states chose regulation
over probhibition, what happens when weed
goes corporate? What impact does it have on
violence, public health and state finances? Are
the key beneficiaries big corporations?
In Holland, the law protects consumers but not
the sellers, who operate in a grey legal area.
Legally-grown marijuana in America is now
more competivie than the marijuana grown in
Mexico and sold on black market. Petty dealers
are being forced to sell harder products.
Filmed in the United States, Canada,
Uruguay, Mexico and Europe, this film profiles
the experience of pioneer countries. Did
legalization fulfill all the expectations it raised?
2019 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr
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?

They’re bankers, traders or investment funds
executives. Frauds, lies, cons: they forgot
all about morality to make money. They
impoverished countries, drove millions of
workers into unemployment, triggered the rise
in extremism. But who are they?
This is a story about money, power and
impunity. Ten years after the crisis, tongues
finally loosen. We hear from the banksters
themselves, their relatives, the former “insiders”
they rub shoulders with, to those who were in
the eye of the storm. Through personal stories,
the film explores the mechanisms that led them
to cross the red line. It investigates what goes
through their minds, how they ended up where
they are, and how the system used some of
them.
It also poses two specific questions: After the
2008 crisis, were the real culprits condemned?
And could this happen again?
2018 - 74 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr
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THE FAREWELL
CASE: THE KGB
DOUBLE AGENT
It’s a story that
even the best spy
novelists couldn’t have
invented, complete
with double agents and the CIA battling the
KGB. In the midst of the cold war, a KGB mole
passed on thousands of highly confidential
documents to the French secret services, who,
in turn, passed them onto the CIA. They were
used to destabilize the Russians and ultimately
led to the fall of the Eastern bloc. How did
Vladimir Vetrov, a modest KGB agent, become
Farewell, the biggest mole of the Cold War?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

_____________________________________________________________________________

A PLASTIC
SURGERY: COCA
COLA’S HIDDEN
SECRETS
Every second, another
ten tons of plastic is
produced. 10% of all
plastic produced ends up in the oceans, leading
to predictions that, by 2050, there will be more
plastic than fish in the sea. Faced with this
global scourge, more and more businesses are
promising to recycle, including the Coca-Cola
Company, a group that sells 4000 plastic bottles
around the world every second. Can we depend
on the promises made by these multinationals?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

_____________________________________________________________________________

UNDER THE
SKIN
One in three people
suffer from a skin
disorder like eczema,
acne or psoriasis.
While many will
recover, for some, it is a lifelong condition.
Tonje’s skin grows seven times faster than
normal. She has to vacuum her bed every
morning. Vilde is covered with vitiligo that
makes her almost completely white. Sanna
struggles with psoriasis that affects her selfconfidence and social life. How do they feel
about being different?
_____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 52 mins - Eng

_____________________________________________________________________________
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REBUILDING
MOSUL
On July 10th 2017,
Mosul, the second
largest city in Iraq,
was liberated from
ISIS after nine months
of fighting. It was most significant urban battle
since the World War II. For a year, we followed
the Iraqis’ efforts to rebuild their city. Through
key figures we document the difficulties
faced by the population of Mosul, the laxity of
the Iraqi administration, the concerns of the
international community and the danger of
ISIS’ return.
____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Fr

____________________________________________________________________________

DARAYA: A
LIBRARY UNDER
BOMBS
At the heart of
the Syrian civil
war, a group of
activists created an
underground library in the besieged outskirts
of Damascus. Despite ceaseless bombing,
they not only saved books from the rubble,
but created a secret library, which quickly
became a safe haven for peace, freedom and
democracy: a special experience that they
filmed and documented meticulously. A story of
hope and survival.
___________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 64 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

___________________________________________________________________________

82 NAMES:
SYRIA PLEASE
DON’T FORGET
US
82 Names traces the
journey of Mansour
Omari, a survivor of
torture and imprisonment in Syria. As Omari
seeks to rebuild his life in exile and visits sites
in Germany that memorialize the victims of
the Holocaust, he reflects on how to bring
attention to the brutal regime he escape and
counter extremist ideology in the future.
____________________________________________________________________________

2018 - 48 mins - Eng

____________________________________________________________________________
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Inspired by the mythology of the International
Brigades of the Spanish Civil War, over 300
foreign volunteers chose to give up their
comfortable lives and go fight ISIS in Raqqa.
We filmed them there, fly-on-the-wall style,
fighting, talking, laughing, being attacked by
suicide bombs and sniper fire. We were with
them until Raqqa was freed. And then we
followed them back home - changed forever.
“I gave my life to help the people of Northern
Syria, to stop the terrorists, but my government
is more interested in trying to charge me with
terrorism instead”, complains former British
Army soldier, Kevin. Josh, 22 from California,
also finds the homecoming hard. “I miss Syria
badly. War begot meaning to my life.”
Made by acclaimed journalists Paul Moreira
and Pedro Da Fonseca, this is the untold story
of the young Westerners who left everything
behind to fight ISIS.
_____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

_____________________________________________________________________________
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BREAKPOINT
a counter history of progress
A FILM BY JEAN-ROBERT VIALLET

All around the world, specialised units of
commandos and rangers are fighting the
enemies of the environment. Their mission is
to break up gangs, often genuine mafias with
henchmen, who shamelessly and illegally
exploit the planet’s resources. From toxic
waste dumping in Italy to illegal fishing in
Indonesia, the stories of these units is the story
of protecting our environment.
Commissioned for Planète, this action-packed
series follows team members both in their daily
lives and on the field.
Episodes include:
*
*
*
*
*
*

Italy
French Guyana
South Africa
Cameroon
Columbia
Indonesia

_____________________________________________________________________________

2019 - 6 x 52 mins - Eng, Fr

_____________________________________________________________________________
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Films in
Development
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How is it possible that North Korea, one of
the poorest countries on earth finances a
nuclear weapons programme large enough to
challenge the USA?
The answer: Bureau 39, a legendary
organization nestled deep inside the
government apparatus. Its aim is to procure
foreign exchange by any means possible to
provide Kim Jong-un’s regime with money.
Printing dollars, dealing drugs, smuggling
arms, insurance fraud, human trafficking nothing is too unscrupulous for North Korea’s
money makers.
Years of research have given us unique
access to insiders. They reveal the most
spectacular cases and breath-taking tricks
of how North Korea has been circumventing
UN sanctions to finance its nuclear arsenal for
decades.
Ready June 2019 - 52 mins - Eng, Ger

30

Encourage the patients of a mental hospital to
form relationships with each other, get married
and live as a family. That’s the bold new idea of
the head of Ehsan House in Southern Tehran.
For the past 20 years, its 480 patients have lived
in separate male or female units with no hope
of ever leaving or of having meaningful sexual
relationships.
But in 2017, the head of the centre secured the
money to build a new unit of marital facilities.
Despite strong opposition, he was convinced the
patients would benefit from being in a couple.
As a selection committee begins evaluating
patients, hidden affections come to the surface.
Finally the team selects two patients to form the
first couple. Are these two patients capable of
having a relationship that leads to marriage?
What do their families think? And what about
the patients who weren’t selected but still crave
human relationships?
Ready September 2019 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr

34

387
a film by

MADELEINE LEROYER
CÉCILE DEBARGE
VALÉRIE MONTMARTIN

CO-WRITTEN BY
PRODUCED BY

A hoodie, pants, a belt. That’s what’s left
of ‘Number 387’, one of 800 migrants who
perished off the Libyan coast. On the military
base in Sicily, Cristina Cattaneo leads the
identification operation. Patiently, she inspects
every garment. Who was this young man?
How can his name be restored and family
found?
From an examination of bones, 3D
reconstruction and cross-checking DNA,
Cristina and her team will do everything
possible to find the “treasure of identity”. In
Greece, Pavlos Pavlidis has been working
identifying anonymous migrants’ bodies
for 17 years. Like Cristina, he is one of
the representatives of the ICRC for the
identification of Mediterranean victims.
In the coming months, they will make every
possible effort to restore a name to each
shipwrecked numbers. Who are they? Who
are we?
Ready June 2019 - 90 & 52 mins - Eng, Fr
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